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SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL
Snohomish County, Washington
ORDINANCE NO. 20AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “NUISANCE ACTIVITY” UNDER SNOHOMISH
COUNTY CODE 10.75.020
BE IT ORDAINED:
Section 1. Snohomish County Code Section 10.75.020 adopted by Amended
Ordinance 18-013 on March 28, 2018, is amended to read:
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For purposes of this chapter:
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(1) "Abandoned property" means a property over which the person in charge no
longer asserts control due to death, incarceration, or any other reason, and which
is either unsecured or subject to occupation by an unauthorized person.
(2) "Abate" means to remedy a condition or resolve an activity which constitutes
a violation of this chapter by such means and in such a manner and to such an
extent as the enforcement official determines is necessary to the interest of the
general health, safety, and welfare of the community.
(3) "Chronic nuisance property" means:
(a) Any property which, upon a request for execution of a search warrant,
has been the subject of a determination by a court two or more times
within a 12-month period that probable cause exists that illegal
possession, manufacture or delivery of a controlled substance or related
offenses as defined in chapter 69.50 RCW has occurred on the property.
(b) Any abandoned property where nuisance activity exists.
(c) A single-family residential property, a single-unit non-residential
property, a single unit in a multi-family residential property, or a single unit
within a multi-tenant property for which:
(i) Four or more nuisance activities exist or have occurred on the
property during any 90-day period, or
(ii) Eight or more nuisance activities exist or have occurred on the
property during any 365-day period.
(4) "Control" means the ability to direct, determine, allow, and/or restrain the
conditions and/or activities located on or occurring on a property, and/or the
authority to direct, determine, allow, and/or restrain other people that are present
or otherwise occupy a property.
(5) "Enforcement official" means the Snohomish County sheriff or her/his
designee.
(6) "Nuisance activity" means:
(a) Any activity, behavior, or conduct constituting:
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(i) Criminal mischief as defined in RCW 9A.84.010;
(ii) Disorderly conduct as defined in RCW 9A.84.030;
(iii) Gang related activity as defined by RCW 59.18.030;
(iv) Indecent exposure and prostitution offenses as defined in
chapter 9A.88 RCW;
(v) Animal cruelty as defined in chapter 16.52 RCW;
(vi) Drug-related offenses as defined in chapter 69.50 RCW;
(vii) Precursor drug-related offenses as defined in
chapter 69.43 RCW;
(viii) Unlawful inhalation of toxic fumes as defined in
chapter 9.47A RCW;
(ix) Violation of an off-limits order as defined in
chapter 10.66 RCW;
(x) Firearm and dangerous weapon offenses as defined in
chapter 9.41 RCW;
(xi) Possession of stolen property offenses as defined in
chapter 9A.56 RCW;
(xii) Warrant arrests conducted under authority of a warrant per
RCW 10.31.030;
(xiii) Vehicle wrecking offenses as defined in RCW 46.80.020;
(b) Multiple nuisance activities contained in a single law enforcement
incident report are not counted as separate nuisance activities.
(c) Law enforcement response generated by calls for service to aid
victims on the property shall not be counted as nuisance activity.
(7) "Owner" means one or more persons, jointly or severally, in whom is vested
all or any part of the legal title to property, or all or part of the beneficial
ownership and a right to present use and enjoyment of the property, including
any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, joint tenant or tenant by the
entirety of the whole or a part of such building or land.
(8) "Person" means an individual, group of individuals, corporation, government
or governmental agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership or association,
two or more persons having a joint or common interest, or any other legal or
commercial entity.
(9) "Person in charge" means any person in actual or constructive possession
of the property, including but not limited to an owner, lessee, tenant or occupant
with control of the property.
(10) "Property" means any property, including land and that which is affixed,
incidental or appurtenant to land, including but not limited to any business or
residence, grounds, vacant lots, abandoned property, facilities, parking area,
loading area, landscaping, building or structure or any separate part, unit or
portion thereof, or any business equipment, whether or not permanent.
(11) "RCW" means the Revised Code of Washington, as in effect at the date of
enactment of the ordinance codified in this chapter or as thereafter amended.
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PASSED this ____ day of ______, 2020.
SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL
Snohomish County, Washington

Council Chair

ATTEST:

Asst. Clerk of the Council

( ) APPROVED
( ) EMERGENCY
( ) VETOED
DATE:

County Executive
ATTEST:

Approved as to form only:

Rebecca J. Guadamud 03-09-2021
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
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1
ORD. 21-015

Analyst:

Heidi Beazizo

Date:

March 17, 2021

Consideration
Council consideration is requested to approve Ordinance 21-015 which would update
SCC 10.75.020(6), adding two additional activities to the definition of nuisance activities.
Background
In the 2017 budget, Council created the Nuisance Property Abatement Fund (Ordinance
16-110 1) in SCC 4.121; the fund was started with $50,000 and the intent that future
abatement fees would act as revenue to the fund and cover the costs of ongoing
abatement enforcement actions. The fund is administered by the Director of Planning
and Development Services and in the 2021 budget, had a balance of $25,000.
In 2018, Council adopted Ordinance 18-013 2 which created a new chapter in code – SCC
10.75 Chronic Nuisance Property Enforcement and Abatement. Pursuant to RCW
36.32.120(10), Counties have the authority to declare what shall be a nuisance, to abate
a nuisance, and to impose and collect fines upon parties who may create a nuisance. The
chapter equips code and law enforcement personnel with the tools necessary to address
chronic nuisance properties that present serious health, safety and welfare concerns and
interfere with the quality of life, comfort and solitude of people residing and conducting
business in the vicinity of these properties. Once a property meets the “chronic nuisance
property” threshold, enforcement officials can take additional enforcement actions. These
enforcement actions may include requiring a voluntary compliance plan, levying fines
against the property owner, and taking the property owner to court to authorize the county
to take abatement measures.
In order to qualify as a chronic nuisance property, the property must have four (4) or more
nuisance activities in any 90-day period or eight (8) or more nuisance activities in a 365day period (multiple nuisance activities in a single incident report are not counted
separately and law enforcement responses for the purposes of aiding victims on the
property also do not count as a nuisance activity.) The list of nuisance activities is located
in SCC 10.75.020(6) and utilizing definitions found in RCW, includes: criminal mischief 3;
disorderly conduct 4; gang related activity 5; indecent exposure and prostitution offenses 6;
animal cruelty 7; drug-related offenses8; precursor drug related offenses 9; unlawful
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inhalation of toxic fumes10; violation of an off-limits order 11; firearm and dangerous
weapon offenses 12; and possession of stolen property offenses13.
Current Proposal
Scope: Ordinance 21-015 adds two additional nuisance activities to SCC 10.75.020(6):
Warrant Arrests as defined by RCW 10.31.030 and Vehicle wrecking activity in violation
of RCW 46.80.020.
Duration: There is no sunset date for the proposed ordinance
Fiscal Implications: Not quantifiable. The proposal relies on existing resources –
currently one deputy assigned in Dept. 30.
2021 Budget: N/A
Future Budget Impacts: N/A – there are 4-6 properties that may qualify for enforcement
actions under the proposed new nuisance activities.
Handling: NORMAL
Approved-as-to-form: YES
Risk Management: APPROVE
Executive Recommendation: APPROVE
Analysis: It is within council authority to define nuisance activities.
Attachments: NONE
Amendments: NONE
Request: Move to GLS on March 24, 2021 for Council to consider scheduling a public
hearing. Following receipt of public testimony, consider taking action on proposed
Ordinance 21-015 or provide other direction to staff.
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EXECUTIVE
CITE BASIS

APPROVAL AUTHORITY:
HANDLING:

NORMAL

X

EXPEDITE

URGENT

COUNCIL
DEADLINE DATE

PURPOSE:
Adds two additional activities to the definition section of 10.75.020 that qualify as nuisance activities related to
the County’s abatement authority.

BACKGROUND:
Snohomish County has the authority to defined nuisance activities related to the county’s abatement authority as granted per RCW
35.22.280. The nuisance activities are defined in 10.75.020(6) and when a nuisance activity occurs four or more times during a 90-day
period on a residential property or eight or more times during a 365 day period, the county has the authority to abate the property. The
property owner may agree to a voluntary abatement agreement that includes an agreement to take corrective action which could include
executing no trespass orders for responsible persons, eviction or responsible persons, or other remedies available under state and local
law.
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TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE:
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Councilmember
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Clerk’s Action:

Proposed Ordinance No.

Assigned to: Law & Justice/Human Services Committee

Date:

21-015
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STANDING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION FORM
On

3/22/21

✔ Consensus /
, the Committee considered the item and by ____

_____ Yeas and _____ Nays, made the following recommendation:

3/24/21 GLS

______ Move to Council to schedule public hearing

Public Hearing Date

4/7/2021

at

10:30 a.m.

______ Move to Council as amended to schedule public hearing
______ Move to Council with no recommendation

This item ____should/____should not be placed on the Consent Agenda.
(Consent agenda may be used for routine items that do not require public hearing and do not need
discussion at General Legislative Session)

✔
This item ____should/____should
not be placed on the Administrative Matters Agenda
(Administrative Matters agenda may be used for routine action to set time and date for public hearings)

Committee Chair

