Tuesday September 1, 2020
VIRTUAL PRESS CONFERENCE
PROVIDES UPDATE ON
SNOHOMISH COUNTY COVID-19
RESPONSE
Snohomish County Executive Dave
Somers and Snohomish Health District
Health Officer Dr. Chris Spitters on
Tuesday gave updates on the response
to COVID-19 in Snohomish County.

Virtual press conference provides update on Snohomish County COVID-19
response
Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers and Snohomish Health District Health Officer Dr.
Chris Spitters on Tuesday gave updates on the response to COVID-19 in Snohomish County.
They were joined by Steve Davis, a volunteer HAM radio operator at the county’s Department
of Emergency Management. Davis talked about participating in a survey he and other
volunteers engaged in between July 22 and Aug. 15 to determine how well people are
adhering to requirements for wearing face coverings in a variety of public settings.
Approximately 3,500 people were observed at businesses, parks, transit centers and along
streets countywide. The takeaway: compliance is near universal in most business settings, but
there is room for improvement outdoors, particularly in some parks, the press conference was
told.
Other topics included the continued decline in COVID-19 infections here and the county’s
recent efforts to help farmers involved in agritourism.
Dr. Spitters also discussed recent attention focused on COVID-19 death data from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. Some are misinterpreting the data to indicate that only a
fraction of COVID deaths were caused by the virus because other causes – known as
comorbidities – were also noted.
“The fact that comorbidities were listed on the death certificate does not mean that these
deaths were not due to COVID,” Spitters said. Rather, it means COVID may have either caused
or exacerbated a condition that led to the death, he said.
Watch a video of the press conference here. The transcript will be posted later.

VIDEO: CDC DEATH DATA BEING
MISINTERPRETED
Recently released statistics from the
CDC have some misinterpreting
important information and minimizing
the seriousness of this pandemic. Watch
the short video to learn about
comorbidities.

COVID-19 CASES CONTINUE
DECLINE, BUT COMMUNITY STILL
LAGGING ON KEY METRICS
The latest snapshot and weekly report
on COVID-19 activity in Snohomish
County show case rates are lower than
the week prior and case and contact
investigations are headed in the right
direction.

Video: CDC death data being misinterpreted
COVID-19 is real, as the families of over 200 people in Snohomish County who have died as a
result of this disease confirm. Recently released statistics from the CDC have some
misinterpreting important information and minimizing the seriousness of this
pandemic. Watch this short video to learn about comorbidities. Dr. Chris Spitters, Health
Officer for Snohomish Health District, offers additional insight in today’s video briefing:
https://youtu.be/eLKrrYxq5Dw.

COVID-19 cases continue decline, but community still lagging on key
metrics
The latest snapshot and weekly report on COVID-19 activity in Snohomish County are now
available. The snapshot looks at the week of August 16-22. Case rates are lower than the week
prior. Case and contact investigations are headed in the right direction, too, with more cases
and contacts being reached by public health staff within 24 to 48 hours. However, there are
still some metrics that are not meeting goals outlined under Safe Start, including a higher
number of outbreaks in Snohomish County than the goal of 2 or fewer per week.
We can all help continue to reduce the spread of illness. Keep up the good work by staying
home if you are ill, wearing a face cover in shared spaces, avoiding large gatherings, washing
your hands, and sanitizing the high-touch surfaces in your home and workspace.
See the latest Snapshot here: www.snohd.org/DocumentCenter/View/4857/COVIDSnapshot_Aug-31
And the latest weekly report is available here:
www.snohd.org/DocumentCenter/View/4858/Weekly_rpt_comms_8222020?bidId

NEW STATE METRIC ACCOUNTS
FOR ALL TESTS
The Washington State Department of
Health’s made changes last week on the
processing and reporting of test data
statewide. The Snohomish Health
District reports these changes were
made in an effort to account for the true
volume of tests being done and to better
benchmark progress at both county and
state levels.

New state metric accounts for all tests
The state Department of Health made changes last
week on the processing and reporting of test data
statewide. The Snohomish Health District reports
these changes were made in an effort to account for
the true volume of tests being done and to better
benchmark progress at both county and state levels. The following changes include:






Total tests. The DOH data dashboard, and the risk assessment dashboard will now
report on the total number of tests instead of the total individuals who were tested.
This is a change from the old approach, which counted just one test per person, even
if they tested multiple times. By ensuring that every test is counted, this new data
will now fully reflect the actual testing volume. This change was made to be more in
line with methodologies used by other states, as well as the CDC.
Percent positive. The percent of total tests that are positive will also shift from
being based on the percentage of unique individuals who test positive to the
percentage of tests that are positive. While the data will change, and the percent
positive is anticipated to decrease somewhat given reporting of total tests, the
dashboard visualizations will stay the same.
Daily Testing Rate. This is a metric on the risk assessment dashboard. This
additional measure helps understand the per capita testing levels in the state and by
county. The new measure allows easy comparisons of counties and other locations
to better benchmark progress. It is calculated by dividing the average number of
molecular tests performed over the past week by the population in the county or
state, and then multiplying by 100,000. DOH has not included any targets at this
time, but that could change. This metric now replaces the one previously called
“Individuals tested per new case” on the risk assessment dashboard. That was an
additional way of expressing the “percent positive” metric. In other words, one
divided by the percent positive (e.g., 2% positive = 50:1 ratio).

Again, all of these updates and additions are being done to increase transparency and provide
a full picture about COVID transmission and activity in Washington. It’s important to note that
these changes on how tests are reported do not impact case counts. Even if an individual has
multiple positive results, they are still only listed as one individual case. The rare exception to
that rule would be a person who tests positive more than 90 days after a previous positive test
and meets other clinical criteria for being considered a possible re-infection. Reports of this
happening around the globe have been exceedingly rare so far.
For more information, read the full press release.

SNOHOMISH COUNTY SETS SEPT.
4 START FOR $2M IN NONPROFIT
GRANT APPLICATIONS
Snohomish County announced Monday
that it will be making more than $2
million available to nonprofit
organizations that serve Snohomish
County residents to support
organizational stabilization and capacitybuilding for addressing the COVIDrelated needs of community members.

Snohomish County sets Sept. 4 start for $2 million in nonprofit grant
applications
Snohomish County announced Monday that it will be making more than
$2 million available to nonprofit organizations that serve Snohomish
County residents to support organizational stabilization and capacitybuilding for addressing the COVID-related needs of community
members.
The Nonprofit Stabilization and Capacity-Building grant program is part
of the county’s plan to use federal CARES Act resources to support local
nonprofit organizations impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic as they work to support
community members in need.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has negatively impacted people countywide, including our nonprofit
partners,” said Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers. “We know how important the
services provided by nonprofit organizations are to the health, safety, and well-being of the
Snohomish County community. We will continue to be strong advocates for more federal
funding to support our nonprofits and the people they serve.”
“We are eager to get these federal funds into the hands of our nonprofit partners, who are
assisting people across the county,” said Snohomish County Council Chair Nate Nehring. “Too
many people across Snohomish County are out of work or unable to pay bills, and we will

continue to find ways to support them. We will do what we can to support every sector of our
economy until the pandemic is behind us.”
The Community Foundation of Snohomish County will be administering awards on behalf of
the county and will open the application portal on September 4, 2020 through September 18,
2020. All applications will be reviewed after the deadline by a diverse review committee and
proposed awardees will be selected. Recipients will have to agree to a contract in order to
receive funds. The Community Foundation of Snohomish County will also be managing the
contracts and administering funds once contracts are signed.
Grant instructions and assistance with application completion will be available in English,
Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, and Russian.
For details on eligibility and applying for the grants, see the full press release.

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO SEPT. 11
FOR PANDEMIC EBT
APPLICATIONS
The deadline to apply for Pandemic EBT
Emergency School Meals Program or PEBT is Sept. 11 at 5:00 PM.

Deadline extended to Sept. 11 for Pandemic EBT applications
Due to COVID-19 school closures, many families are eligible to get help with food benefits
through the Pandemic EBT Emergency School Meals Program or P-EBT.
The deadline to apply has been extended to Sept. 11 at 5:00 PM. Apply online at
WashingtonConnection.org or by calling DSHS at 877–501–2233 (translation available)
Learn more about the program: https://medium.com/@waOSPI/what-is-pandemic-ebta7a086fcaf94
Or read this FAQ in: Español (Spanish)| አማርኛ (Amharic)| 漢語 (Traditional Chinese) |
ភាសាខ្មែ រ (Khmer) | 한국어 (Korean) | ລາວ (Lao) | русский (Russian) | Af-Soo

COVID-19 CASES PLATEAU IN
MUCH OF STATE
The latest statewide situation report
reflects an overall plateau and slight
decline in COVID-19 cases in some areas.
Details and link at right.

COVID-19 cases plateau in much of state
The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) on Friday released the latest statewide
situation report, which reflects an overall plateau and slight decline in COVID-19 cases in some
areas.
Report findings include:


The reproductive number (how many new people each COVID-19 patient will
infect) remained close to one as of mid-August. The best estimate of the
reproductive number at that time was 0.86 in western Washington and 0.91 in
eastern Washington. The goal is a number well below one, which would mean
COVID-19 transmission is declining.



We’re seeing a mix of disease activity across the state. Some counties (including
Clark and King) are seeing plateaus, while others experience decreases (including
Benton, Franklin, Pierce and Yakima) or increases (including Grant, Lewis and Walla
Walla). The report includes a comparison of case, hospitalization and mortality data
in these three counties to illustrate how much trends are varying in different areas.



Outbreaks continue to occur across the state. COVID-19 remains active in many
communities. Outbreaks in Walla Walla County (at the Washington State
Penitentiary), Whitman County (among off-campus college students), and Kitsap
County (at a hospital) highlight our continued susceptibility.

“While we see some positive trends in our data, we must continue to think differently about
the ways we interact with one another,” said Secretary of Health John Wiesman. “It remains
critical that we limit the size and frequency of our social gatherings, wear face coverings and
stay home when we are sick. A continued plateau of cases is not enough to safely open
schools.”
For more information, see the full press release.

STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE
RECEIVING MEALS AT NO COST
The USDA has extended waivers that
allow children ages 0-18 to receive
breakfast and lunch at no cost through
the end of December 2020.

Students can continue receiving meals at no cost
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended waivers
that allow children ages 0–18 to receive breakfast and lunch at no cost
through the end of December 2020, state Superintendent Chris Reykdal
said in a statement Monday.
“With these waivers, schools can continue providing healthy, nutritious
meals at no cost to all students who need them. Schools can continue using the processes they
developed last spring, which resulted in more than 28 million meals being served to students
who were learning at a distance.
“For schools that are providing distance learning this fall, these processes can include grab and
go meals or meal delivery to homes. I encourage school districts to deploy additional
transportation and food services staff to do this work. We have worked hard to ensure that
transporting food to students and families is an allowable use of transportation funds
following the proclamation released by Governor Inslee last week.”
For more information see the full press release.

INSLEE UPDATES AGRITOURISM
AND AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
GUIDANCE
Gov. Jay Inslee announced updated
guidance for agritourism and the
agricultural industry.

Inslee updates agritourism and agricultural industry guidance
Gov. Jay Inslee announced updated guidance for agritourism and the agricultural industry as
part of Washington's Safe Start phased reopening plan.
Agritourism
The guidance has been updated to allow for additional activities:






Animal viewing
Hay/wagon/train rides
Children’s play equipment/games
Private firepit/bonfires

Read the full updated guidance here.
Agricultural Industry
Today's update builds on proclamation 20-57.1 concerning the health of agricultural workers,
and on the relief funds announced on August 10.
The updates specify what types of licensed health professional can monitor workers during
isolation, and clarify that employer-provided monitoring of symptoms is not synonymous with
healthcare covered by workers’ compensation.
Read the full updated guidance here.
Find a full list of current reopening guidance here.

ARLINGTON OUTDOOR EATERY
TRANSFORMS LEGION PARK
Legion Park in Arlington has been
transformed into an eatery where you
can have meals from local restaurants
delivered to your outdoor, socially
distanced table under the lights.

ROUND TWO OF EVERETT CARES
GRANT PROGRAM CLOSES
SEPTEMBER 11
The deadline for round two of the
Everett CARES small business grant
program is Friday, Sept. 11 at 5 PM.

Arlington outdoor eatery transforms Legion Park
Legion Park in Arlington has been transformed into a lovely eatery where you can have meals
from local restaurants delivered to your outdoor, socially distanced table under the lights.
Music will be playing and it's an excellent park experience for the whole family! Tables open all
the time, service available Thursday-Saturday 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM. Participating restaurants
include Kafé Neo Woodstone Taverna, The Stilly Diner, The Bluebird Cafe, Playa Bonita
Arlington, Moe's on Olympic, Rocket Alley Bar & Grill, The Pizza Factory, and Suda Thai. More
information to follow!

Round two of Everett CARES Grant program closes September 11
Reminder: the deadline for round two of the Everett CARES small business grant program is
Friday, Sept. 11 at 5 p.m. The program will award grants of $10,000 to Everett businesses with
1-20 employees and $20,000 to Everett businesses with 21-50 employees. Round two of the
Everett CARES grant program is made possible by funding provided by the federal 2020 CARES
Act through the Washington State Department of Commerce. Learn more, view eligibility and
apply: everettwa.gov/everettcares.

MARYSVILLE ANNOUNCES CARES
UTILITY ASSISTANCE GRANT
City of Marysville utility customers
facing financial difficulty related to the
COVID-19 pandemic are urged to apply
for a Marysville CARES Utility Assistance
Grant. Details and link to application at
right.

Marysville announces CARES utility assistance grant
City of Marysville utility customers facing financial difficulty
related to the COVID-19 pandemic are urged to apply for a
Marysville CARES Utility Assistance Grant.
Utility assistance grants for a one-time of $200 toward their
city utility bill ($100 for accounts that already have a
discounted utility rate) are available to those who meet these criteria:

Are a current City of Marysville utility customer,

Are economically impacted by COVID-19, and

Current total monthly household income is below these amounts (2019 HUD
guidelines)
For more information see the full press release.

SNO-ISLE LIBRARIES NOW HAVE
FREE FACE COVERINGS TO SHARE
Sno-Isle Library branches have free face
coverings to share with anyone in need.
See the details at right.

Sno-Isle Libraries now have free face coverings to share
Add Sno-Isle Libraries branches to the places you can find FREE reusable masks in Snohomish
County.
The details are here: https://bit.ly/2Qwge4I and the county’s interactive COVID-19 information
hub: https://bit.ly/3jlnooE

INSLEE ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL
FEDERAL FUNDING TO BE
DISTRIBUTED TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS
Gov. Jay Inslee announced nearly $190
million will be awarded from the state’s
federal stimulus funding to local
governments that did not receive direct
distributions under the CARES Act.

Inslee announces additional federal funding to be distributed to local
governments
Gov. Jay Inslee on Monday announced nearly $190 million will be awarded from the state’s
federal stimulus funding to local governments that did not receive direct distributions under
the CARES Act.
The new funding includes nearly $126 million that will be distributed to cities and counties and
about $62 million to local health jurisdictions. The governor’s budget office approved the
distributions, in consultation with legislative leaders.
“Our local public health jurisdictions, cities and counties have worked tirelessly since the first
confirmed case of COVID-19 appeared in Washington to protect their communities,” Inslee
said. “This much needed infusion of funds will help sustain their efforts to stop the spread of
this virus.”
The new funding for cities and counties comes on top of nearly $300 million that was
distributed last spring to cities and counties with populations under 500,000 that were
ineligible to receive direct funding from the federal government under the CARES Act.
Specific allocations to cities and counties will be released by the Department of Commerce in
the coming days. Each county will receive a minimum distribution of $300,000 and each city
will receive a minimum distribution of $30,000 from the state.
“Counties continue to deliver the critical services needed to combat COVID-19 while also
providing support to local businesses and our most vulnerable populations,” said Robert
Gelder, Kitsap County commissioner and president of the Washington State Association of
Counties. “The release of additional dollars from the Coronavirus Relief Fund comes at a
crucial time as we prepare for the cold and flu season.”
For more information see the full press release.

HAVE BUSINESS TO CONDUCT
WITH A LOCAL GOVERNMENT?
CHECK BEFORE YOU GO
Local government staff is encouraging
community members to visit websites,
reach out via phone or email if
assistance is needed while government
offices are closed to the public.

13.9 MILLION AMERICANS TO
RECEIVE IRS TAX REFUND
INTEREST; TAXABLE PAYMENTS
TO AVERAGE $18
The interest payments, averaging about
$18, will be made to individual taxpayers
who filed a 2019 return by this year’s
July 15 deadline and either received a
refund in the past three months or will
receive a refund.

Have business to conduct with a local government? Check before you go
Local city halls and other government buildings are closed throughout Snohomish County in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Government buildings will be allowed to reopen to the
public when Snohomish County reaches Phase 3 of the Governor’s Safe Start plan. In the
interim, cities and the County are encouraging community members to visit websites, reach
out via phone or email if assistance is needed.

13.9 million Americans to receive IRS tax refund interest; taxable payments
to average $18
The Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) will send interest payments to about 13.9 million
individual taxpayers who timely filed their 2019 federal income
tax returns and are receiving refunds.
The interest payments, averaging about $18, will be made to
individual taxpayers who filed a 2019 return by this year's July 15 deadline and either received
a refund in the past three months or will receive a refund. Most interest payments will be
issued separately from tax refunds.

In most cases, taxpayers who received their refund by direct deposit will have their interest
payment direct deposited in the same account. About 12 million of these payments will be
direct deposited.
For more information please read the IRS’ news release.

MORE WARNINGS ABOUT HAND
SANITIZERS
The FDA is warning consumers about
alcohol-based sanitizers that are being
packaged in containers that may appear
as food or drinks and may put
consumers at risk of serious injury or
death if ingested.

More warnings about hand sanitizers
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is warning consumers
about alcohol-based hand sanitizers that are being packaged in
containers that may appear as food or drinks and may put consumers
at risk of serious injury or death if ingested. The agency has
discovered that some hand sanitizers are being packaged in beer
cans, children’s food pouches, water bottles, juice bottles and vodka
bottles. Additionally, the FDA has found hand sanitizers that contain
food flavors, such as chocolate or raspberry.
For more information, see the FDA news release.

CONFIRMED AND PROBABLE
CASES OF COVID-19 IN
SNOHOMISH COUNTY
Data on case counts are available on the
Snohomish Health District website and
the Washington State Department of
Health dashboard.

ESSENTIAL LINKS AND PHONE
NUMBERS FOR UP-TO-DATE
INFORMATION











Snohomish Health District
Snohomish County
Snohomish County COVID- 19
Response & Community Resource
Hub
Washington State
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
Snohomish County COVID-19 Phone
Line: 425-388-3944
Línea telefónica COVID-19 del
condado de Snohomish:
425-388-7120
Washington State COVID-19
Hotline: Call 1-800-525-0127 or text
211-211 for help.

Confirmed and Probable Cases of COVID-19 in Snohomish County
(as of September 1, 2020)
Case Count
Confirmed
Probable
Deaths
Jurisdiction
Arlington
Bothell*
Brier
Darrington
Edmonds
Everett
Gold Bar
Granite Falls
Index
Lake Stevens
Lynnwood
Marysville
Mill Creek
Monroe
Mountlake Terrace
Mukilteo
Snohomish
Stanwood
Sultan
Tulalip
Unknown/Other
Woodinville*
Woodway

Last Updated: 2:28 p.m.
6,263 (up 21 cases from 8/31)
818 (up 7 case from 8/31)
209
Last Updated: 2:28 p.m.
308 (245 recovered)
513 (431 recovered)
30 (30 recovered)
11 (<5 recovered)
564 (476 recovered)
2,055 (1,683 recovered)
15 (11 recovered)
47 (40 recovered)
0
326 (267 recovered)
1,118 (952 recovered)
625 (489 recovered)
116 (94 recovered)
302 (208 recovered)
197 (167 recovered)
112 (98 recovered)
452 (353 recovered)
181 (154 recovered)
36 (30 recovered)
51 (39 recovered)
<5 (<5 recovered)
25 (22 recovered)
14 (9 recovered)

Numbers less than 5 are suppressed to protect medical privacy. Unknown includes cases still
under investigation. *Counts are for portions in Snohomish County only.

