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Connect with Us
Any of our team can take your
call during normal business
hours.

Keeping on Track
with the DD Team
Out of the Office – Navigating New Paths

Early Intervention
Phone: 425-388-7402

Email:
earlyinterventionprogram@
snoco.org

Transition or
School to Work
Phone: 425-388-7476

Email: S2W@snoco.org

General Community
Questions or
Questions on Who to
Connect With
Phone: 425-388-7320

Email: ddinfo@snoco.org

Resilience
Check-in with the
team
Find out what staff from
Developmental
Disabilities are doing
and how you can
connect with us.

Inspiration

Community
Resources

View from
our windows:
Photos from
staff
sheltering at
home.

Helpful community
resources and Early
Intervention Update. As
well as stories of success
and resilience in the
community.

View from Our windows
Photos from staff sheltering in place
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Tamra Bradford
Program Manager
425-388-7208
Tamra.Bradford@snoco.org

When we started this newsletter two months ago, we paused and reflected on how we
were going to move forward. There have been a lot of challenges that were addressed
with collaboration, creativity and hard work. We have learned a lot and continue to add
new tools to our tool box. Who would have imagined us being isolated in our homes and
utilizing technology to provide services, trainings and outreach efforts. As we continue
our work during this time, we are also assessing what we can do now to transition back
to a life in the community. In the meantime, we hope that you take advantage of the Free
Community Summit, opportunities through our local Arc and Family Support Centers and
work with your early intervention providers and job coaches. Stay Healthy and Stay Safe.

Staff Update
Ben Martin
Career Path Services
425-388-7475
Ben.Martin@snoco.org

Our Individual Employment and
Community Inclusion Career Path
Services have continued to work
diligently with State DDA to support our
providers in tracking lost service hours
due to COVID-19. We are in contact
several times a day with DDA and sending
out guidance to our providers to design
what that will look like. We held a Zoom

Case Resource Manager meeting to
share information and stay up to date
with our DDA partners. We held a Zoom
Provider meeting where we partnered
with King County IE and CI providers to
share new information. Regular provider
billing is happening monthly and is being
processed on time and all remotely.
Regular maintenance of our billing
system is being done to create service

authorizations so providers can bill what
work they have done on their regular
billing schedule.

of the helpful links that we have been
consistently sharing with our service
providers.

We continue to meet regularly with
stakeholders using Zoom, Skype, Cisco
Chrome Video, GoTo Meeting, and
WebEx to maintain strong relationships
and communication!

Remember the most up to date copies
and information can be found on the
County Best Practices website.

We have been having many phone
conversations as well as consistent email
correspondence with our providers to
support them during this rapidly
changing environment. Please see a few

WISE training
opportunities: http://www.gowise.org/
calendar/.

.

Melinda Bocci
Benefits Planner
425-388-7259
Melinda.Bocci@snoco.org

There is a continuation of supporting the
Super Group with up to date information
regarding benefits and the pandemic. We
had our monthly meeting on Thursday,
May 7th where we had Brandy Sanchez
from Healthcare for Workers’ with
Disabilities (HWD) join us to share
information about Washington State’s
Medicaid buy-in program. On Friday,
May 8th, I presented my State and Federal
Benefits 101 workshop to the
Employment Specialists class at Highline
Community College.

We are working on figuring out how
person-centered planning can continue
during the pandemic.
The annual DDA Intake and Eligibility
training through the Transition Network
was on Wednesday, May 13th. It was a
great success with over 120 attendees
from various counties and a mix of school
psychologists, educators, employment
agencies, and various government and
community agencies. Thank you DDA for
sharing your knowledge!

Deb Gall
Transition Resource Coordinator
425-388-7476
Deb.Gall@snoco.org
I continue to work with students and
their families to navigate services via
phone, email and Zoom platform. It is a
busy time with schools and many virtual
meetings being scheduled to discuss
employment,
transition
planning,
concerns for the future, School, to Work
as well as Jobs Foundations (the new
Pilot program). As I work to identify and
meet with upcoming grads, I am also
winding down with those exiting schools
in June 2020.
A mailing went out in March for
upcoming 2021 grads interested in
School to Work as well as a mailing to
2022 grads in May for Jobs Foundations –
a first time statewide Pilot.
In addition, I have followed up with both
grad years via my email lists to reach
families and encourage they apply. I am
receiving inquiries as well as applications
from both grad years.
Currently we have one S2W participant
employed at Safeway and recently
interviewed by CNN for a story about
individuals with disabilities who are
employed for essential business.

We have two individuals who are waiting
for their soon to be start date in
restaurant jobs and a few in active job
search. I am actively doing follow up with
the many others most of whom are
evaluating when it is safe for them to
return to active job search.
Our Providers are doing their best to be
creative in keeping individuals engaged
remotely. A few examples are setting up
mock interviews, having individuals
memorize menus for the restaurant they
want to work in or having them prepare
food at home similar to what that
restaurant might serve, such as pizza or
research different businesses they may
want to work for.
The Kick Off Planning Committee has
asked to meet every two weeks between
now and August as we know now the
event will be virtual. We hosted our first
School to Work provider meeting in April
to bring everyone together to discuss
concerns and provide updates. Providers
have asked to continue this monthly as a
way to connect with one another
through COVID times.

Megan Edmonds
Information/Educatiion
425-388-7320
Megan. Edmonds@snoco.org
Our team is endeavoring to continue to
support the community in new ways. We
are planning for online opportunities
where we have previously met in person.
I am encouraged to see our community
partners like The Arc and Family Support
Centers offering opportunities to
connect and learn vital information
through online platforms.

Wise has also adapted the Community
Summit to offer speakers throughout
May and June via zoom. It is free and
offers a wide variety of topics. More
information
can
be
found
at
https://www.gowise.org/calendar/.

Heidi Cate
Family Resource Coordinator
425-388-7267
Heidi.Cate@snoco.org
The Early Intervention Team and
providers in Snohomish County continue
to serve our families with children ages 03 that have concerns regarding
development. All of our agencies have
successfully transitioned to virtual
services and continue to provide best
practice parent coaching for all families.
Our Snohomish County Team continues
to support our provider agencies with a
variety of supports.

As the Family Resources Coordinator
supporting families with children who
have children with varying levels of
hearing, I have been utilizing technology
to serve my families. I am holding regular
Zoom meetings with my families and
providers monthly. I have also been able
to enroll 4 new families and get services
started with them from our deaf and
hard of hearing service providers.

All documents are being shared with
families online and families can
electronically sign documents online.

They have now been successfully
receiving speech therapy, family
counseling and physical therapy virtually.

I have helped families access other
resources from the community including
food and diapers, assistance with
housing, internet service and technology.
I helped one family, in a remote area of
our county with limited income and
resources, secure funding for their
internet service from their social worker
and arranged for a tablet from their
provider agency to be delivered to the
family.

All of my families have agreed to virtual
services now as time has progressed, and
all have had successful teleintervention
services. Many families have said services
are going well; they continue to learn a
lot and appreciate the support they are
getting from their providers.

Encouraging Stories
from the Community

Roarke’s DDA Case Manager contacted
me (Mary-Job Coach) and wanted me to
go visit him and see if he knew ASL.
(American Sign Language). He had been
working with a vendor that said Roarke
“did not know ASL”. I went to his home
and started signing to him and he was
signing SO FAST I had to stop him so I
could keep up!!!
Fast forward, I got him a job at Edmonds
Community College as a dishwasher in
Oct of 2008. ……and he found his way
back to me in 2019! ….(Roarke is now)
going to Deaf church, All Aboard Arts
and moving to an AFH with another
Deaf client. He’s pretty happy now!!!

For me (employment), means the
freedom to be able to get the
things I want and need
independently.

It means I have the opportunity to
engage and be part of my local
community.”

Big thanks to WVS and Soundview Association for sharing these stories.

Early Intervention Program Update
Snohomish County
Early Intervention Program
May 18, 2020

Dear Families, Primary Care Providers, and Community Partners:
During the COVID-19 State of Emergency, Snohomish County Early Intervention Program
continues to accept new referrals. The first three years of life are a critical period for a child’s
brain development. Please don’t wait to make a referral.
Snohomish County contracts with five primary service providers: ChildStrive, Kindering,
Providence Children’s Center, Sherwood Community Services, and Wonderland Child and Family
Services. The provider agency conducts comprehensive evaluations and assessments to determine
the child’s eligibility for early intervention services, and if eligible, provides therapy and other
services.
In response to the COVID-19 State of Emergency, providers have shifted to virtual evaluations and
virtual services during this very stressful time. Services are evidence-based and are provided through
coaching parents and caregivers to support their child’s development.
To make a referral to Snohomish County Early Intervention Program, please contact us at
(425) 388-7402 or earlyinterventionprogram@snoco.org.
Thank you,

Angie Ahn-Lee
Angie Ahn-Lee
Program Manager
Snohomish County Early Intervention Program

Snohomish County
Early Intervention Program
Snohomish County’s Early Intervention agencies
continue to offer developmental evaluations and
evidence-based services via tele-intervention during
the COVID-19 State of Emergency.

TO MAKE A REFERRAL

Early Intervention services include:

Please don’t wait!

•

Developmental evaluations at no
cost to families
Family Resources Coordination

Contact the Snohomish County
Early Intervention Program

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy
Feeding Therapy
Nutrition Services
Vision Services
Hearing Services
Special Instruction
Mental Health Counseling

Direct: 425.388.7402
Fax: 425.388.7304
Email: earlyinterventionprogram@snoco.org
A referral from a physician is not required.
Families are encouraged to contact us directly.

•

Created: May 2020

Community Resource and Information
Community Resource
List
FamHelp webpage - Presents
facility information and
visitor status updates to
friends and family with loved
ones that are long-term care
residents.
The Arc of Washington has
created a specific page for
resources relating to Covid19 and developmental
disabilities
Governor’s Committee on
Disability acts as a resource
for the public in addressing
disability-related issues. This
includes, but is not limited to,
emergency management
information with regards to
the current COVID-19
epidemic affecting our state
and country

Bus Service to food
banks
Community
transit
has
several bus routes that are a
short distance from food
banks in Snohomish County.
Information on those routes
can be found here.

The Arc’s Leadership Development Program
Who Should Apply?
We are seeking a diverse group of highly motivated and enthusiastic men and
women to participate in this leadership training. A limited number of participants
will be selected with an emphasis on representation from Snohomish County.
• Adults with intellectual/developmental disabilities
• Parents of children (young or adult) with intellectual/developmental disabilities
• Any other family members (grandparents, adult siblings, etc.)
• Community members/professionals
Questions? Contact Autumn Chancellor- Autumn@arcsno.org

Community Centers and The Arc
Sky Valley Resource Center-Sultan North County Family Services
Family Support Center
Address: Darrington, WA
Phone: 360-436-0308
Address: Sultan, WA
Hours: Tuesday - Friday, 10:00 AM - 4:30
Phone: 360-793-2400
Hours: Food Bank Closed to public: PM; Mondays by appointment. We are
asking people to come in with groups of
Porch Delivery available.
* For up to date information check
three or less. Our licensed childcare
Facebook
center is closed, Kid's Place Early Learning
https://www.voaww.org/skyvalley
Center. *For up to date information check
Facebook or http://www.ncfs.family/
Stanwood Community Center
Address: Stanwood, WA
Phone: (360) 629-5257
Please call 360-629-5257 x1 and
leave a message with your contact
information and your need.
Providing services to Stanwood &
Camano resident. You may also
email resources@crc-sc.org.
Essential Needs Hours:
Monday/Wednesday 1pm-4pm
Tuesday/Thursday 5pm-7pm
Saturdays 10am- 1pm
*For up to date information check
Facebook or http://www.crc-sc.org/

The Arc of Snohomish County
Address: Everett WA
Please e-mail info@arcsno.org. Specific
staff contact list can be found
at http://arcsno.org/about-us/contact-us.
Please sign up for emails regarding
upcoming
resources
and
events
http://arcsno.org/get-involved/2014-0611-18-11-26

Snohomish County Benefits Planning

NEW: SSI Calculation Workshop
MONDAY, JUNE 1 ST , FROM 9AM TO 10AM

Please join Melinda Bocci, Benefits Planner with Snohomish County Developmental
Disabilities. This training will provide an opportunity for service providers to walk
through a basic benefits worksheet.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIocO6sqT0oGdUFXBKpiDODNnCFUQ-qBYVR
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting.

SSA and State Benefits 101 Workshop
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 TH , FROM 9AM TO 11AM

Please join Melinda Bocci, Benefits Planner with Snohomish County Developmental Disabilities.
This training is great for service providers, new staff, or anyone who needs a refresher of the
basics.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUlcuquqDgvGdPQt-tvp6VFTeC7zH087zec
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.

SSA 2.0 Workshop

FRIDAY, MAY 29 TH , FROM 9AM TO 11:30AM

Please join Melinda Bocci, Benefits Planner with Snohomish County Developmental Disabilities,
for a continuation of Social Security benefits. This workshop will focus on work incentives. It is
recommended you have a basic understanding of SSA information, but not required.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcrf-qopzovHNOqR7DwxjYkSwDp-uV6LR9n
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.
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You have reached the
end of this path.
Check back in next
time for more
“Keeping on Track
with the DD Team”

