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2019 Surface Water Management Highlights
Working to keep people safe
and waters healthy
Snohomish County Surface Water Management (SWM) provides
essential services to Snohomish County residents. We are here to
partner with the community to help reduce the impacts of flooding and
to protect and enhance our water resources for future generations. Our
team works directly with the community through educational programs,
volunteer opportunities, and one-on-one technical site visits to provide
solutions that protect property and water. Here are just a few highlights
from our work with the community over the past year.
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Tracking the State of Our Waters
Our award-winning State of Our Waters report cards give
residents and recreational users the ability to quickly learn
about the health of over 60 local waterways. Residents can
discover information about water quality, habitat conditions, and
the health of life in our rivers, streams, and lakes on our website.
Additional waterways will be added each year. We are using this
information to communicate with the public and regional partners,
as well as to track changes over time and focus resources to make
improvements where needed.
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Our Amazing Lake Volunteers
We are so lucky to have a twenty-year partnership with a team of
dedicated lake volunteers that give back to our community. Lake water
quality volunteers spent 1,142 hours in 2019 monitoring the health
of 31 of our local lakes. This valuable information has led to the
development of lake protection and restoration projects, the prevention
and elimination of invasive species, and the ability to warn the public
of toxic algae blooms.

1

e
nc

La

er
nte
u
l
o
ke v

SNOHOMISH COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS | SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT

2019 Surface Water Management Highlights
Salmon & Marine
Habitat
Fish-Friendly Passage
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In Snohomish County, many streams flow through our beautiful
landscape. To allow streams to move under roads, culverts have
been built. Each day, you likely drive over culverts, which can look
like pipes, without even knowing it! Many of these culverts were
built years ago and are too small or too steep to allow fish to travel
through them to upstream spawning grounds and feeding areas. In
2019, five culverts were designed and replaced to provide better
passage for fish traveling upstream. Making culverts bigger doesn’t
just help fish, it also helps to reduce flooding by giving the stream
more capacity to carry water during the wet months.
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Removing Derelict Boats
SWM, the Snohomish County Marine Resource Committee (MRC), and the
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) worked together to
remove derelict and abandoned vessels from the Snohomish Estuary. With funding
from these partners, we removed three derelict boats in 2019.

Restoring the Mid-Spencer Estuary
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To increase habitat and food sources for juvenile salmon,
SWM enlarged existing dike breaches and constructed new
breaches and river side channels on Mid-Spencer Island in the
Snohomish River Estuary. These actions create healthy habitat
and areas of refuge for fish, connect wetlands, and improve
conditions that allow for natural long-term restoration. Without
areas of refuge for juvenile salmon to bulk up before going out
to Puget Sound, immature fish end up in Puget Sound too soon,
lowering their survival rate. Newly created habitat increases the
odds that Chinook juvenile salmon survive, whose wellbeing also
supports the survival of Southern Resident Killer Whales.
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River
Flooding
Community Floodplain Solutions
In 2019, SWM was awarded a $4.8 million grant from the
Department of Ecology to make improvements along the lower
Skykomish River floodplain. This work will take place over the
next few years and will address key issues to keep local farms
viable, reduce flood impacts for residents, and restore habitat for
threatened salmon.
This project is a partnership between Snohomish County and the
Sustainable Lands Strategy (SLS), a stakeholder group that provides
a forum for Snohomish County, local tribes, agricultural groups,
environmental groups, and state and federal agencies to facilitate
collaborative actions along county rivers. Stay tuned for more
information in 2020 by signing up for our SWM Newsletter.

SWM photo gallery

Washington Conservation
Corps volunteer
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Savvy Septic workshop

Stormwater catch basin inspection
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Drainage &
Road Flooding
One-on-One Drainage Assistance
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Fielding hundreds of calls per year, our Drainage Investigation
Program is a valuable resource to our ratepayers. By calling
us, you will be connected to drainage professionals to answer
questions and address your needs. Our dedicated staff are highly
trained and have a combined experience of 26 years helping
ratepayers solve drainage problems. In 2019, we completed 220
investigations in our community.
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Lake Serene Outfall Improvements Completed
After a three-year effort, upgrades to the Lake Serene drainage
system are complete. The project served a wide area of
ratepayers, both near the lake and downstream. Working in
partnership with the community around the lake, SWM
installed approximately 450 feet of pipe and 240 feet of
open channel drainage. With improved drainage and a new
stormwater outfall out of the lake, we’ve reduced the risk of flood
damage to public roads and private property in the area.
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Contact us
425-338-3464 or SurfaceWater@snoco.org
snohomishcountywa.gov/SWM
Sign up to receive SWM news!
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