HOME HEATING
•

Space heaters need space. Portable space heaters need a three-foot (one
meter) clearance from anything that can burn and should always be turned off
when leaving the room or going to sleep.

•

When buying a new unit, make sure it carries the mark of an independent
testing lab. Be sure that a qualified technician installs the unit or checks that
the unit has been installed properly.

•

Wood and coal stoves, fireplaces, chimneys, chimney connectors, and all
other solid-fueled heating equipment need to be inspected
annually by a professional and cleaned as often as the
inspections indicate.

•

Use a sturdy fireplace screen to keep sparks from flying into the
room.

•

Portable kerosene heaters must be fueled only in a well-ventilated
area, free of flame and other heat sources, and only when the
device has cooled completely. Use only the type of kerosene
specified by the manufacturer for that device, and never use
gasoline instead of kerosene. Also, be sure that portable
kerosene heaters are legal for home use in your state.

•

When turning a heating device on or off, be careful to follow the
manufacturer's instructions. When buying heaters look for
devices with automatic shutoff features.

•

Be sure any combustion (fueled) heating device is installed with
proper attention to ventilation, and, if unvented gas space heaters
are used in bedrooms or bathrooms, they must be small and wallmounted. Also, LP (liquefied petroleum) gas heaters with self-contained fuel
supplies are prohibited for home use by NFPA codes.

•

Do not use your oven to heat your home.

•

Test smoke alarms monthly; install a carbon monoxide alarm in a central
location outside each sleeping area

•

Make sure fuel-burning equipment is vented to the outside, that the venting is
kept clear and unobstructed, and that the exit point is properly sealed around
the vent, all of which is to make sure deadly carbon monoxide does not build
up in the home

•

Inspect all heating equipment annually, and clean as necessary

Source NFPA www.nfpa.org

