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Overview 
• Background on the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) 
• Snohomish County’s Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 
• State requirements for SMP Periodic Review 
• Proposed Code and Map Amendments 
• Project Outreach 
• Project Schedule 



What is the Shoreline Management Act? 

• Adopted by public in 1972 referendum in response to citizen action 
• Legal directive outlined in Revised Code of Washington (RCW 90.58) 



How does the SMA affect the County? 
• Establishes a cooperative program between local governments 

and the Washington State Department of Ecology 
• Appoints Ecology to adopt and administer Shoreline Guidelines 

on behalf of all citizens of the state 
• Requires local governments to develop and maintain a 

Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 



What is a Shoreline Management Program? 
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Countywide  
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Development  
Regulations 



What is Ecology’s Role? 

Ecology works with over 262 Counties and Cities 



Where does shoreline jurisdiction apply? 
• Marine Waters 
• Rivers & Streams: greater than 20 

cubic feet per second mean annual 
flow 

• Lakes, Water Areas & Reservoirs: 
greater than 20 acres 

• Shorelands: upland areas 200 feet 
landward of ordinary high water 
mark 

• Associated Wetlands 
• 100-year Floodplain 
 
  

South Fork Stillaguamish River 
Photo Credit: Steve G. Bisig 



Types of Shoreline Permits and Exemptions 
Permit Types: 
• Shoreline Substantial Development Permit 

(SSDP) 
• Shoreline Conditional Use Permit 
• Shoreline Variance Permit 

 
Exemptions: 
• Exemption from Shoreline Management Act 
• Exemption from SSDP 
 
  



What is “Periodic Review”? 
Ecology Guideline:                                                  
WAC 173-26-090 
 

Guideline Language:                                              
Local governments must review, and, if 
necessary, revise their SMP at least once 
every eight years 
 

Last Update to County SMP:                                
July 2012 (comprehensive overhaul) 
 

Deadline for Completion:                          
 June 30, 2019                                                                                



What does “Periodic Review” require? 
 

 

 

 
•  Comply with legislative changes to the SMA  

 

•  Assure consistency with changes to rules/guidelines adopted by Ecology 
 

•  Review amendments to our County GMA Comprehensive Plan and 
development regulations for consistency with the SMP 

 

•  Reflect changed circumstances, new information, and/or improved data  

Snohomish County must: 



What is the scope of “Periodic Review”? 
 Proposed Code Changes 
• Inconsistencies created by changes in state law (state-initiated) 
• Implementation issues identified by staff (locally-initiated) 

 

 Proposed Map Changes 
• Annexations 
• Trust Acquisitions 
• New & Improved GIS Data 
• Natural Changes 

 

Snohomish Youth 
Soccer 

Annexation 



State-Initiated, Proposed Code Changes 



State-Initiated, Proposed Code Changes 
SMP review identified 12 changes due to 
changes in the state law and guidelines: 
 
 Definitions 
 
 Procedures, costs and timelines 
 
 Special provisions for WSDOT, 
restoration projects and ADA retrofits 

 
 Geoduck aquaculture 
 
 Non-conforming uses 

 



Example: State-Initiated 
 

Change to RCW 90.58.620    
 
Option to Classify Legally-
Established, Residential 
Structures as Conforming 

Douglas Lake, TN. Photo Cr: Marty Loveday 



Special Ecology Request 

Proposed Code Change: 
Consider changing shoreline buffer 
requirements for new single-family 
residential development on vacant 
parcels located on highly-developed 
lake shorelines. 



DRAFT ILLUSTRATION 

Special Ecology Request 



Locally-Initiated, Proposed Code Changes 



Locally-Initiated, Proposed Code Changes 
SMP review has identified 10 locally initiated changes: 
 

 Definitions 
 Correct typos and improve clarity 
 Provisions related to docks and bulkheads 
 Update reference to critical area regulations 
 Impervious surface limits for subdivisions 
 Remove shoreline variance requirement for 

innovative development 
 Ecology guidance on Ordinary High Water Mark 
 



Change to SCC 30.67.060  
Incorporate 2015 Critical Area Regulations (CAR) into the SMP 
 

Example: Locally-Initiated 



Proposed Map Changes 



Example:  
Meadow Lake 

Draft Map 

• Large lake/wetland 
complex  

• Total area: 59.61 acres 
• 26 of 50 parcels are 

single family residential 



FEMA Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
Jul 2016 – Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) released 
Dec 2016 – Public Meetings/Workshops  
Jul 2017 – FEMA issues revised Preliminary DFIRMs 
Feb 2018 – Appeal Period Begins 
May 2018 – Appeal Period Ends 
 

DFIRM Project Website: 

https://snohomishcountywa.gov/893/ 



Project Outreach  
 

• Tribal Partners 

• Agencies 

• Landowners 

• General Public 

• Project Website 

• Agricultural Advisory Bd. 

 



Schedule for Proposed Changes 
 

Feb 2018: Tribal, Agency, Stakeholder and Public Outreach 
May 2018: Snohomish County Planning Commission - Briefing 
Jun-Jul 2018: Snohomish County Planning Commission – Hearing 
Jan 2019: Snohomish County Council – Briefing 
Mar 2019: Snohomish County Council – Public Hearing 
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