Little Bear Creek Basin Plan

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Introduction
Snohomish County Public Works Surface Water
Management (SWM) Division has prepared a draft
stormwater management plan for the Little Bear Creek
basin, which is now ready for public review. This basin is
located in unincorporated Snohomish County, east of the
cities of Bothell and Mill Creek and north of the
city of Woodinville.
The Little Bear Creek Basin Plan was created to meet the
watershed planning requirement for the county’s National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase I
Permit. It is due to the Department of Ecology on
September 6, 2017.
The Little Bear Creek Basin Plan includes the following:
•
•
•

•

•
•

Current assessment of a water quality and aquatic
health in the basin
Projections of future water quality and aquatic
health conditions
Analysis of whether future conditions under current
regulations will meet current state water quality
standards
Proposed group of actions (both constructed and
program-based) that can be undertaken to achieve
water quality standards
Estimated costs for these proposed actions
Proposed timeline for implementation

The intent of the plan is to provide a framework for
future stormwater management actions that will protect
and enhance the basin’s water quality and
habitat resources.

How good or bad is the water quality in the
Little Bear Creek Basin and why?
The water quality in Little Bear Creek is relatively good
compared to other nearby Snohomish County watersheds
undergoing urbanization. However, water quality standards for temperature and fecal coliform are often not
met, and aquatic health conditions fall short of
Ecology targets.
Water quality in Little Bear Creek is degraded through
stormwater runoff (which carries metals and sediment
and can increase water temperature), reduced tree canopy cover (which increases water temperature), and fecal
coliform (resulting from untreated animal/failing septic
systems). Stormwater treatment beyond what is required
for development under current regulations will be needed
to improve water quality and aquatic habitat.
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How will this plan be used?
The plan will be submitted to the Washington State
Department of Ecology to meet requirements for the
Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit. It includes proposed strategies needed to restore water quality to meet
specific targets, and a proposed implementation plan
and timeline.
The county is committed to maintaining compliance
with the Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit, which
includes the completion of this watershed-scale stormwater plan. The information generated through this
planning effort (assessment and basin plan) provides
a valuable guide for the county’s ongoing projects and
programs to improve water quality in the Little Bear
Creek watershed. The permit itself does not require the
implementation of this plan. However, the county will
continue to work on projects in the Little Bear Creek
Basin that are part of the Public Works Surface Water
Management (SWM) capital improvement and education
and outreach programs, incorporating the Plan guidance
as projects are prioritized.

How much will the full plan cost to
implement?
Current estimated cost for the entire plan over the
30-year life cycle is $308 million. Implementation will
be adaptively managed, so the scope and cost are subject to change and may be adjusted over time. The Plan
provides valuable information to target ongoing future
actions relating to water quality in the basin. The
county will seek grant and/or state funding to implement the proposed plan actions.

Will the plan result in a surcharge to my
surface water service charges and will it
affect what I can do with my property?
There are no plans for any surcharges or changes in
allowed uses on private property. We hope that learning
about how water quality conditions might change will
encourage and inspire community residents to consider
voluntarily taking additional actions to benefit
water quality.

How can I help improve and protect
water quality on my property and in my
community?
The information tables around the room at this public
meeting provide an opportunity for you to learn how you
can support your community’s water quality by taking a
lower-impact approach to everyday care on your property. Please check out the information on septic care,
natural yard care, and more. You can also visit
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/ for all our resources.

Will the county provide an incentive to
property owners for incorporating Low
Impact Development (LID) features on
their property?
SWM is considering developing a program that could
provide some cost-share incentives for LID on private
property. However, there is no program in place at
this time.

What are the next steps?
Snohomish County will consider the feedback it receives
from stakeholders and community members to assess
potential changes to the plan. Comments are due on
July 6, 2017.
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