NEW MATERIALS
PROCESSING
Snohomish County, Washington

Innovation is central to our business-friendly approach in SNOHOMISH COUNTY. Our highly-qualified
workforce of engineers, technical experts and advanced manufacturers, not to mention our proximity to a
myriad of suppliers and deep-water seaports, make us an ideal place for companies working in new and
composite materials processing to set up shop.

SOME OF OUR COMPANIES THAT MAKE PRODUCTS FROM NEW MATERIALS
Zodiac Aerospace develops and manufactures seats, cabin
interiors and equipment for onboard service and passenger
comfort as well as high-technology systems equipment and
systems for critical aircraft functions and in-flight and onground safety. In Everett, Zodiac also develops products made
of advanced engineered materials.

Oceangate build carbon-fiber manned submersibles with a
depth range of 3000 meters. Their Cyclops 2 will allow up to
five crew members to dive to the ocean depths for myriad tasks
and sub-sea operations, such as site inspection, environmental
assessments, equipment testing, mapping or data collection.

Pocock Racing Shells has built shells (boats) for U.S. colleges
and universities for over 100 years, winning local, national,
international and Olympic competitions. In order to get stiff
materials for boats, Pocock hand-applies resin to the carbon
fiber in a specific proportion and after it is draped in the mold
(wet-layup method).

Warm Industrial Nonwovens manufactures products such as
cloth for composites, upholstery or absorbents that are used in
aerospace/military/automotive/marine, or clothing/furnishings
industries. The company applies processes such as needlepunching, saturation coating, sonic welding, thermo bonding, or
hot melt adhesive printing.

SNOHOMISH COUNTY,
A SOURCE OF INNOVATION
NEW MATERIALS INVENTIONS IN
WASHINGTON STATE
1800’s
The Snohomish and other Washington Native American tribes
use cedar trees to produce dugout canoes suitable to sail out
into the open ocean

LARGE TALENT POOL
EVERETT

1926
University of Washington graduate Waldo Semon invents
vinyl, the second most used form of plastic
1961
Bill and Don Kirschner (K2) create the first modern fiberglass
ski with a foam, not wood, core
1974
Washington State University’s Tom Maloney transforms
wood waste into particleboard, a building product now
used worldwide
1985
Ernest Burgess, an orthopedic professor at the University
of Washington, invents the “Seattle Foot” prosthetic
1992
Toray establishes the first U.S. commercial prepreg
production facility
2000
Washington State University’s Composite Materials and
Engineering Center combines waste plastic with natural
fiber to produce wood-plastic composites
2007
Boeing starts producing the 787 Dreamliner using
composite materials for its airframe
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