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Snohomish County

INDEX-GALENA ROAD

What you need to know . . .
1
2

Funding has been established for the final repairs to Index-Galena Road

3

Construction is targeted to begin in spring 2018

North Fork Skykomish River near milepost 6.9 washout.

PROGRESS (cont.)

TARGETED DATES

In the past year, Snohomish County Public Works
has evaluated modifying the road alignment to
reduce the cost of the project, including reducing the amount of proposed retaining walls and
overall project footprint. The county is expecting
to be in the design, permitting, and environmental
review process through 2017. Construction is
estimated to begin on the final segment of
Index-Galena Road in the spring of 2018.

n

Summer 2016 – Paving and finishing work is
expected to be completed at milepost 3.0

n

Summer 2016 – Snohomish County, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT), publishes the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental
Assessment to a website for public review and
comment

n

Spring 2017- Construction on the Howard
Creek Bridge at milepost 9.0 on Index-Galena
Road is estimated to begin

n

Early 2017 – Final engineering and permitting
is expected to begin on milepost 6.4 to 6.9 of
Index-Galena Road

n

Spring 2018- Construction is targeted to begin
on milepost 6.4 to 6.9 of Index-Galena Road

Snohomish County is in the environmental review process and gathering
information for the required permits

A solicitud, se dispone de servicios de intérprete y traducción
para personas que no hablan inglés y acomodaciones para las
personas con discapacidades. Llame a 425-388-ROAD. Para
preguntas concernientes al Programa del Título VI de Obras
Públicas, póngase en contacto con nuestro Coordinador del
Título VI mediante correo electrónico a spw-titlevi@snoco.
org, o llame por teléfono al 425-388-6660. Las personas con
deficiencia auditiva o del habla, llamen al 711. Printed 3/16 (dh)

Title VI/ADA: Interpreter and translation services for
non-English speakers and accommodations for persons with
disabilities are available upon request. Call 425-388-ROAD. For
questions regarding Public Works’ Title VI Program, contact
our Title VI Coordinator via email at spw-titlevi@snoco.org, or
phone 425-388-6660. Hearing/speech impaired call 711.

March 2016

UPDATE

What you need to know

PROGRESS

INDEX-GALENA ROAD

Borings for the proposed alignment.

Snohomish County Public Works
has repaired 10 of the 11 originally
damaged areas from the 2006
heavy rains that severely impaired
Index-Galena Road.
Currently milepost 6.4 to 6.9 is the
only area left to repair and remains
closed to traffic. This portion of road
was considered a total loss with

significant portions of pavement,
road bed, and culverts damaged by
the flooding.

FOR MORE INFO

Repair work has also been completed at the recently damaged
milepost 3.0 on Index-Galena Road.
Paving and finishing work is expected
to be completed at milepost 3.0 in
the summer of 2016.
Project location map.

Read more about the review
process and timeline inside.

n

Sign up for Snohomish County Public Works
updates at www.snohomishcountywa.gov/624

n

Snohomish County:
425-388-ROAD (7623)
road@snoco.org

n

U.S Forest Service Skykomish Office:
360-677-2414
www.fs.usda.gov/main/mbs/home

Drill rig activity for additional borings.

STATUS: JACK PASS
Snohomish County is in a ten-year agreement with
the United States Forest Service (USFS) to help
maintain Beckler River Road which includes the
road through Jack Pass. Both agencies meet
annually to discuss repairs and maintenance
needed to keep the road in working condition. The
road through Jack Pass will remain unplowed and
closed during the winter months. While seasonal
conditions vary from year to year, the pass typically
is open to use in late May through early November.

The Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest
encompasses more than 140 miles of continuous national forest, located east of Seattle,
Washington on the west side of the Cascades
between the Canadian border and Mount
Rainier National Park. It is one of the most
visited national forests in the nation with
more than 1,500 miles of trails, various
campsites, and four ski areas.

Index-Galena Road, Milepost 6.4 to 6.9

ACRONYMS

PROJECT FLOWCHART

ESA (Endangered Species Act)
WHERE ARE WE NOW?
Snohomish County Public Works
submitted a draft Biological Assessment (BA) for the proposed repairs to
Index-Galena Road. This assessment
is part of an extensive environmental
review process to help ensure protection of Endangered Species Act (ESA)
listed species including fish, birds and
amphibians.
Index-Galena Road is located on
United States Forest Service (USFS)
land. The proposed relocation of

the road requires extensive interagency coordination with multiple
federal, tribal, state and county
government agencies. Over a
period of at least 12 months, the
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) will be
reviewing the draft BA. Once
completed, this document will be
uploaded to Snohomish County’s
Index-Galena Road Web page for
public viewing.

PROJECT SCOPING
July 2011

Aug 2011

Oct 2011

Feb 2012

First NEPA
IDT meeting

FHWA
confirms
NEPA
EA required

Follow-up
agency
meeting

NEPA
scoping/
open house
(comment
period)

Field work
for NEPA
discipline
reports

ESA is a law requiring federal agencies to ensure any action authorized, funded or
carried out is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed threatened
or endangered species or modify their critical habitat.

Index-Galena Road after storm damage.
The yellow lines mark the road centerline.

A new road alignment is planned. Dense forest cover
would be cleared prior to grading the new alignment.

REVIEW OF ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA)
Started Jan 2013

May 2015

Sept 2015

Begin
draft Biological
Assessment
(BA)

Submit
draft BA
to FHWA &
WSDOT

FHWA &
WSDOT
submit draft
BA to NOAA
and USFWS

See acronyms to the far right and symbol designations below.

FINAL ENGINEERING

BA concurrency or biological
opinion (formal consult)

Easement
aquisition
request to WSDOT
& FHWA

(approx. 1 to 1.5 years)

2017
- Army Corps
- Grading
- HPA
- NPDES
- Shoreline/
flood hazard

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)
Mar 2013

April-July 2013

Public
meeting

Inhouse review;
discipline
reports
reviewed &
finalized

2011

Began
July 2013
WSDOT,
FHWA & USFS
review
discipline
reports

2016
Issue EA

EA
open house/
public hearing;
30-day comment
period

n

BO (Biological Opinion)
A document prepared at the end of the formal ESA consultation that explains
potential effects of the project on endangered species. It may also contain
special conditions for how the project is constructed.

NEPA is a law that requires federal decision-makers to consider how their actions,
such as the use of federal funds, work on federal land and issuance of permits,
may affect the environment.

FHWA
processes
easement
USFS issues
letter of
consent

2018

Permits

FONSI issued;
SEPA adoption

BA (Biological Assessment)
A document prepared for ESA consultation to evaluate the effects of the project
on threatened or endangered species and their habitat.

NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act)

Right of way

Started
Jan 2013
Prepare
discipline
reports
(with 60%
design)

Index-Galena Road milepost 6.4
view from fogline looking downstream.

n

Obligate
federal funds
for const.

Advertise
for const.

Prep & FHWA
review of
FONSI

n

EA (Environmental Assessment)
An EA is used to analyze the environmental effects of a proposed activity.
Depending on the EA findings, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
or a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will be prepared.

n

EIS (Environmental Impact Statement)
An EIS is prepared when a project has known or probable significant
environmental impacts.

n

FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact)
A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is prepared when no significant
environmental impacts are determined during the EA process.

n

IDT (Interdisciplinary Team)
A team from agencies on the project that identifies roles, responsibilities
and reporting needs at the beginning of the NEPA environmental process.

Final engineering

SEPA (State Environmental Policy Act)

Complete design
& construction
plans

SEPA is a state policy that requires state and local agencies to consider the likely
environmental consequences of governmental decisions. These decisions may
be related to issuing permits for private projects, constructing public facilities,
or adopting regulations, policies or plans.

You are here

2018

Army Corps of Engineers

WA State Dept. of Natural Res. (DNR)

WA State Dept of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW)

Snohomish County

US Forest Service (USFS)

Completed objectives

National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Admin. (NOAA)

WA State Dept. of Ecology (DOE)

WA State Dept. of Transportation (WSDOT)

Federal Highway Admin. (FHWA)

US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)

Current/future objectives

n

DNS (Determination of Non-significance)
A DNS is used to document a proposal that is not likely to have significant
adverse environmental effects.

