Lower Stillaguamish River
Pollution Identification and
Correction (PIC) Program

Your Resources and Incentives

Help Keep Our
Water Clean for You
& Your Neighbors
About the Lower Stillaguamish
PIC Program

Learn More

The Lower Stillaguamish River Pollution Identification and
Correction (PIC) Program is led by the Surface Water Management Division of Snohomish County Public Works to help
identify and correct sources of bacterial pollution in the Lower
Stillaguamish River Basin. It is one of the primary ways the
county is working to restore water quality in the Stillaguamish
River Clean Water District.

Questions? Contact Sean Edwards, Senior Planner,
Snohomish County Surface Water Management, at
425-388-3024 or Sean.Edwards@snoco.org.

www.snohomishcountywa.gov/LowerStillyPIC

Snohomish County
Public Works

Surface Water Management

Printed November 2015 (rl)

PIC Partners:

Stillaguamish Clean Water District
Advisory Board (CWDAB)

A solicitud, se dispone de servicios de intérprete y traducción para personas que no
hablan inglés. Llame a Allison Tabiando 425-388-3126. Para preguntas concernientes al Programa del Título VI de Obras Públicas, póngase en contacto con nuestro
Coordinador del Título VI mediante correo electrónico a spw-titlevi@snoco.org, o llame
por teléfono al 425-388-6660. Las personas con deficiencia auditiva o del habla, llamen
al 711.

What’s Happening

Stillaguamish River Flood Control District (SFCD)

Clean water provides a healthier environment for
swimming, fishing, shellfish harvesting and boating,
as well as better habitat for fish. Currently, pollution
from the Lower Stillaguamish River Basin area affects
recreational water uses and 4,950 acres of commercial shellfish growing areas. A main source of this pollution is high levels of fecal coliform bacteria. These
bacteria are found in feces of humans, livestock, pets,
and wildlife, and may cause illness and disease.

Public Works

Interpreter and translation services for non-English speakers are available upon request.
Call Allison Tabiando 425-388-3126. For questions regarding Public Works’ Title VI
Program, contact our Title VI Coordinator via email at spw-titlevi@snoco.org, or phone
425-388-6660. Hearing/speech impaired call 711.

It can be challenging to control fecal coliform from
wildlife, but bacterial pollution caused by people and
domestic animals can be managed by residents with
resources and incentives provided
by the Lower Stillaguamish
River Pollution Identification and Correction (PIC)
Program. Whether residents live in a town, on a
farm, or near a stream
or storm drain, there are
many ways to prevent
these bacteria and other
pollutants from
getting into nearby
waters.

Snohomish County

You Can Make a Difference!
Keep your adjacent waters clean by minimizing fecal coliform bacteria reaching rivers and the Puget Sound. Your actions can help
your family, pets, livestock, and neighbors stay healthy.
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• Livestock and horse owners – Use these livestock “big three”
best management practices: (a) Identify and manage livestock
heavy-use areas to minimize contamination in the ground due
to manure (b) Compost manure and apply it at proper agronomic rates (c) Manage pastures effectively to prevent manure
from getting into streams or ditches. Additional information is
available at betterground.org.
• Septic system owners – Maintain septic systems and have them
inspected regularly to make sure they are functioning properly.
Financial assistance and resources are available through the
Snohomish County Savvy Septic Program (savvyseptic.org) and
the Snohomish Health District (snohd.org).
• Pet owners – Whether owners are at home or out with their
pets, make sure to scoop the poop, bag it, and place it in the
trash.
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• Streamside landowners – Protect stream banks from erosion
and surrounding land flooding. Technical and financial assistance concerning surface water on property is available at cwd.
surfacewater.info.
• Recreational users – “Leave No Trace”. Pack out trash
including pet waste.

Water Quality Conditions
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For more than 20 years, Snohomish County and partner organizations have been working to protect and restore water quality in
the Stillaguamish River. Even with these efforts, various portions of
the Stillaguamish River Basin area continue to exceed Washington
State water quality standards for fecal coliform bacteria.
In the Pacific Northwest, rain has a major impact on surface water
runoff and the amount of fecal coliform bacteria flowing into rivers
and Puget Sound. If septic systems are not maintained or manure
is not adequately contained, the sewage or manure that contain
the bacteria can run off the property during storms and drain into
these local waters.

To identify the top priority areas with high levels of fecal coliform
bacteria, Snohomish County conducted water quality monitoring from
April 2014 through February 2015 at nine sites within the Lower Stillaguamish River Basin area. While none of the nine sampling locations
met state water quality standards, two areas were identified as high
priority areas – the Larson Road tributary and the Sunday Lake Creek
Down site. Additionally, the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) Dairy Nutrient Management Program continually monitors the bacteria levels in the Miller Creek area.

Let the PIC Program Be Your Resource
To protect and restore water quality in the Lower Stillaguamish
River Basin and adjacent waters, Snohomish County Public Works
and partners are providing technical and financial assistance for
agricultural best management practices and on-site septic system
maintenance and repairs. Since the launch of the program in 2013,
this has included working with property owners and dairies to remove
manure piles and implement better pasture management practices.
You can help ensure cleaner and healthier water for your family and
neighbors. Visit www.snohomishcountywa.gov/LowerStillyPIC.
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Water Quality Monitoring

